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Fabric awnings help build commercial success

New video reveals that awnings add functionality and cut energy costs - even contribute to LEED® certification

ROSEVILLE, MN, July 21, 2010 – Commercial building owners and operators have long embraced the aesthetic beauty and sheltering benefits of awnings, but the energy saving potential is creating renewed interest.

“Awnings have long been used commercially for promotion, and to provide shade and cover,” says Michelle Sahlin, Managing Director of the Professional Awning Manufacturers Association (PAMA). “Today, the push for improved green building practices is leading organizations to an even greater appreciation of awnings.”

In a new video, introduced today by PAMA, commercial buildings professionals report the positive impact awnings have on their operations. The video “Awnings Extend Commercial Success: Office & Retail Spaces” can be viewed at www.awninginfo.com. The video highlights the spectrum of organizational benefits provided by awnings.

Cut energy costs and contribute to LEED certification

Bazzani Associates is an established leader in green building design and construction, with a passionate focus on historic preservation, urban renewal and improvement of existing building stock. “If you are not building a green building, you are building an obsolete building,” says Guy Bazzani, President.

“Awnings contributed to our LEED energy and atmosphere credits. We lowered our cooling costs by placing awnings in the right positions… We suspect the awnings give us about 11 percent better performance in the summer months by controlling sunlight.” Per Bazzani, positioning awnings properly also increases passive heat gain in the wintertime. “So [awnings] give us help in the winter and help in the summer.”

Energy savings are important, but appearance matters, too. Bazzani finds awnings deliver on that front as well. “When we approach owners about redesigning their buildings, we find that awnings are not a hard sell. If you give them the right product, and the right design it really enhances the building.”

This video is one in a series of three highlighting the benefits of fabric awnings for commercial buildings including hospitals, restaurants and office and retail spaces. For more information on the benefits of commercial awnings, visit www.awninginfo.com. 

About PAMA

The Professional Awning Manufacturers Association (PAMA), a division of the Industrial Fabrics Association International (IFAI), is the only international trade association committed to the awning industry.
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